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Girls’ Angle Presents… 
 

THIRST 
For................. 

FIRSTS... 
 
 

1. What university, 
where I was also a 
professor, has a German 
motto? 
 
2. Hosting the American 
government is a 
distinction that few 
locations have achieved.  
This university was 
home of the Congress 
for four months in the 
summer of 1783.  The 
building in which they 
met still stands.  I was 
also a professor there. 
 
3. Earning the ______ 
Prize was one of many 
honors I received in my 
career.  It is an award 
given biannually to a 
female mathematician 
for outstanding 
contributions to 
mathematics research in 
the previous six years. 

 
4. No woman won the Abel Prize, established to give mathematicians their own equivalent to the Nobel Prize, in 
its first 16 years of awards.  Who was the first female Abel Prize winner? 
 
5. Double Nobel laureates are rare.  What is the Polish last name of the first person to win the Nobel Prize twice? 
 
6. In this city, the capital of the country whose flag consists of a Taegeuk surrounded by four trigrams on a white 
background, I received one of the highest honors given to mathematicians. 
 
7. During the 1800s, this German mathematician became the first to rigorously formalize the integral.  He is also 
known for introducing a field of study providing a geometric way to study complex analysis.  Much of my 
groundbreaking work was done in the context of the surfaces which are named after him. 
 
8. In this, likely the first axiomatic, branch of mathematics, mathematicians study concepts associated to shapes 
and surfaces, such as distance, angle, and volume. 
 
9. What branch of math includes the study of billiard ball trajectories, pendulums, and the strange attractor? 
 
10. I received my PhD from this University, the alma mater of eight signers of the Declaration of Independence. 
 
11. Not only was this American mathematician my PhD advisor, he also won a prestigious prize at the 
International Congress of Mathematicians in 1998. 

People pay attention to firsts.  First words, first day in school, first time 

seeing the Pythagorean theorem, first to write a computer program, etc.  

But are firsts really that important?  In this puzzle, they are!  So pay 

attention, and send your final answer and your contact information to 

girlsanglepuzzler “at” gmail.com by July 31, 2020 for a chance to win a 

prize!  Naturally, since this is created by a math club for girls, the 

answer is a single numerical value.  We will randomly draw from 

correct answers received by midnight on July 31, 2020 to select a 

“winner.”  Girls’ Angle members will be drawn from a separate pool. 


